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IF We intended to write an article expressive of | 
eur contempt and abhorrence of the decision of the 
majority of-the Supreme Judges in the ‘Dred Scott 


Case,” are 80 in the fol- | of the opinion. in no nation was 
lowing article from the pen of Rev. G. B. Cuzever,/ this opinion more fixed and generally 
in a late No. of the Independent, that we insert it en- | aoted rpbe than in En gland: the ford | 
tire instead of an original one on that subject.—E. |+.0+3 of which government not only 
Wickedness of the Decision in the/| seized them on the coast of Africa, but 
Supreme Court against the African/| took them, as ordinary merchandise, to: 
Hace. poo ee where they could make a profit on them. 
To present the wickedness of this} The opinion thus entertained, was uni- 
decision, and of the grounds on which| versa y impressed on the colonists this. 
it was based, without prejudice and/side of the Atlantic; accordingly, ne- 


without exaggeration, we must quote 
a portion of it: 


“It is difficult at this day,’? says} bought and sold as such in every one 
Judge Taney, “to realize the state of of the thirteen colonies which united 
public opinion respecting that unfor-jin the Declaration of Independence, 
tunate class, with the civilized and en-|and afterward formed the Constitution. 
lightened portion of the world, at the} The dcctrine of which we have spoken: 

was strikingly enforced by the Declara- 


ence and adoption of the Constitution ;|tion of Independence. It begins thus: 


time of the Declaration of Independ- 


but history shows they have, for more 


than a century, been regarded as beings | events, it becomes necessary for one 
of an inferior order, and unfit associ-| people to dissolve the political bonds 
ates for the white race, either socially| which have connected them with an- 
other, and to assume among the powers 
which white men were bound to re-|of the earth the separate and equal sta- 
aPect 5 and the black man might be re-|tion to which the laws of nature and of 

uced to slavery, bought and sold, and} nature’s God entitle them, a decent re- 


treated as an ordinary article of mer-| spect 
chandise. This opinion at that time|q 
was fixed and universal with the civil-|causes which impel’ them to the sep- 
ized portion of the white race. It was/aration.” And it then } on, 
regarded as an axiom in morals, wlich| hold these traths to be seli-evident, that 


or politically, and had. no rights 


no one thought of disputing, and every 3 
one habitually acted upon it, without “a 
doubting for a moment the correctness = 


es of the African race were regarded 
y them as property, and held and 


‘When in the course of human 


to the opinions of mankind re- 
uires that they should declare the 
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all men are created equal; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with cer- 
tain inalienable rights; that among 
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. That to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted 
- among men, deriving their just powers 
from the consent of the governed. — 
‘‘The words before quoted’ would 
seem to embrace the whole human 
family; and» if used in a similar in- 
strument at this day, would be so un- 
derstood. But it is too clear for dis- 
pute, that the enslaved African race 
was not intended to be included, for in 
that case the distinguished men who 
framed the Declaration of Independ- 
ence would be flagrantly against the 
principles which they asserted. They 
who ed the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence were men of too much honor, 
education, and intelligence, to say what 
they did not believe; and they knew 
that in no part of the civilized world 
were the n race, by common con- 
sent, admitted to the rights of freemen. 
They spoke and acted according to the 
- practices, doctrines, and usages of the 
y. That unfortunate race was sup- 
posed to be separate from the whites, 
and was never thought or spoken of 
except as property. These opinions 
underwent no change when the Con- 
stitution was adopted. Two clauses of 
the Constitution point to the negro race 
as separate, and not regarded as citi- 
zens, for whom the Constitution was 
adopted. These two clauses were not 
intended to confer upon them or their 
posterity the blessings of liberty, so 
carefully conferred upon the whites. 
They were all articles of merchandise. 
The number emancipated were regard- 
ed as a part of the slave population, 
rather than free. From the best con- 
sideration, we have come to the con- 
clusion that the African race who came 
to this country, whether free or slave, 
were not intended to be included in the 
Constitution for the enjoyment of any 
personal rights or benefits. The two 


provisions which point to them treat 


them as property, and make it the 
duty of the government to protect them 
as such.” 

In this horrible hand-book of tyr- 
anny it is asserted, Ist. That accordin 
to the past century of opinion, adop 
as law in the Oonstitution, black men 
have no rights which white men ought 
to respect, but may be reduced to slav- 
ery, bought and sold, and treated as an 
ordinary article of merchandise; 2d. 
That the negro race are excluded by 
the Constitution from the possibility of 
being citizens, and from having any 
personal rights or benefits; 3d. They 
are all. of merchandise, all the 
negro race; 4th. Their being free 
makes no difference, for the Constitn- 
tion treats and considers them as mere 
property, and gives the government 
power over them as such. 

These assertions the Judge attem 
to sustain by a deliberate falsification 
of the Constitution and of history. If 
they were true, then the Constitution 
would be a document reprobated by the 
Almighty, and entitled only to the 
curses of mankind. It is a matter of 
thankfulness that if such infamons 
propositions were to be made under the 
solemn authority of a court of Ameri- 
can justice, the judge propounding 
them should have been a member of 
the Papal church, so that it is not 
Protestant Christianity that has given 
such a verdict, however Protestant 
ministers may possibly be found to 
sustain it. It is of a piece with that 
religion which has always been accus- 
tomed to anathematize races by the 
wholesale, that religion and church 
which consigns all heretics to Pak 
tion, and in times past declared that 
they have no rights which the infallible 
reigning church ought to respect. This 
habit of persecution has come to @ 
personification in our Supreme Court 
of Justice. 

The annals of the world cannot show 
@ more astounding avowal of wrong 
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as the justified principle of action. 


Because wrong has been done in a form- 
er examples of wickedness 
have been set, and impure and immoral 
principles, habits, and opinions have 
prevailed, therefore we will abide by 
them, even when we have discovered 
their wrongfulness, and when the moral 
sense of the world is against them. 
Nay, the instruments of public justice, 
the declarations of law, the constitu- 
tions framed, in those past epochs, on 
the ground of right, maintaining right 

of no other construction, we will 
interpret those very instruments in ac- 
cordance with those immoral princi- 
ples, opinions, and _, on the 
pretence that the authors and framers 
of those instruments, cannot be sup- 
posed to have been so far advanced be- 
yond their own in the knowledge 
and the love of justice, as to have in- 
tended the support of justice, rather 
than iniquitye They must have meant 
to sustain the wrong, and therefore we 
are bound to interpret their declara- 
tions of opinion as at any rate, and in 
all circumstances, in favor of the wrong, 
and will so interpret and enforce them. 
They made them in a dark age of the 
world, when inhumanity, ig- 
norance, and disregard of the rights of 
man were customary, and therefore 
oo must be construed consistently 
with that darkness, and in support of 
that inhumanity. The Declaration of 
Independence must be asserted to be a 
lie, must be interpreted as such, as not 
meaning what it declares, because the 
authors of it were honorable men, and 
cannot be supposed to have professed 
any knowledge of right and wrong be- 
yond the customary principles of mo- 
rality in their day, nor any rule of 

om, nor any preference of freedom 
above slavery, higher than the world 
around them acknowledged and obeyed. 
They must be supposed to have uttered 
what they knew to be a lie, when they 
said that all men were entitled to life, 


and just opinions, and capa- 
e 


‘liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, 
or else they must be supposed and in- 
sisted to have held the opinion that a 
negro is not a man, but a mere thing 
to be trampled on, a piece of property 
without rights, without a man’s per- 
sonality. They must be supposed to 
have themselves supposed that n 
were not entitled to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness, because they can- 
not be supposed themselves to have 
essed any more enlarged ideas of 
iberty, and of the claims of all men to 
if, than the ages of darkness that pre- 
ceded them, or the century of darkness 
‘in the midst of which they were thrown. 
As honorable men, they cannot be sup- 
‘posed to have said what they did not 
bdlibve: and they cannot be supposed 
to have believed in any other ideas 
than that the negro race were mere 
property, and not men; and therefore, 
when they aver that all men are en- 
dowed by their Creator with certain 
inalienable rights, among which are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness, they must have meant to excinde 
the African race, they could not have 
regarded that race as a portion of all 
men, because that race had been from 
time immemorial deprived of the rights 
of men, and treated as pro ; and 
the Declaration of Independence must, 
therefore, be interpreted to mean only 
white men, to mean that only white 
men had any of the inalienable rights 
of men, and that no black man, negro, 
or of the African race, could be born 
equal to white men, or endowed by the 
Creator with any right to liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. 
Such is the interpretation forced by 
a grave judicial court, the highest court 
in the most — we country in the 
world, a court of justice, a court called 
Supreme, and almost invested, accord- 
ing to the doctrines of many, with the 
attributes of Jehovah himself; such is 
the interpretation assnmed and forced 


most unmistakable, most exalted 


i the grandest, most comprehen- 
8 ve, 
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preamble to the justest, freest, noblest 
constitution inthe world! Such is the 
assumption of a court of Justice, such 


the position against a down-trodden 


man and human family pleading for 
justice, the assumption beforehand 
against the victim of injustice, that 
he never was born for sj other pur- 
pose than to be deprived of all the 
rights of man, the position that by his 
very nature as the subject of a colored. 
skin, he cannot appear in court as a 
man, cannot be possessed of any of the 
rights of humanity, cannot have any, 
claim to justice under the Constitution, 
cannot be admitted to plead as a citizen. 
These are the positions taken by a court 
of justice! It is assumed beforehand 
that this subject of oppression cannot 
be a man, cannot be one of that race 
of ‘“‘all men,” referred to in the Dec- 
laration of Independence, and there- 
fore, on the ground of that assumption, 
he cannot have any rights as a citizen, 
cannot appear in court as a citizen, 
cannot be a citizen, but must be dis- 
an ju as mere pro , it an 
only to be and 
therefore, when deprived of all rights, 
and converted into a chattel and a slave, 
only treated according to his nature, as 
established by the practice and opinion 
of a darkened and tyrannical world a 
hundred years ago. 

Now we fearlessly declare that there 
never was, under the whole heaven, a 


_ more atrocious, wholesale wickedness 


perpetrated upon the bench of justice 
than this. For not only is it ou. - 
ated beyond conception by issuing from 
nation, but it is a perpetration rin- 
ciple, and of widening reach 
mulating power to alltime. It takes, 
moreover, not a man, nor a few men 
merely, nor a province to lay waste, 
like Verres, but a whole nation, nor 
even a nation merely, but.a whole race 


by the throat, and strangles it, and 


flings forth the lifeless corpse, lifeless. 


in law as to all possibility of rights; 
but with the living capacity of injury 
and insult, flings forth the strangled 
‘race by the roadside of the family of 
man, for all human beasts of prey to 
fatten on. 

There never was such a complication 
of villanies as in this decision. Take 
the assumption, to begin with, of such 
a state of darkness and vitiated opin- 
ion in regard to the African race, un- 
/humanizing and imbruting them. Not 
only was the existence of such a uni- 
versal opinion impossible, under the 
light of the Old and the New Testa- 
ment, but, by the light of human his- 
tory, the affirmation of it is, and must 
have been known to be, a glaring false- 
hood. There never was any such opin- 
ion that the African race were not men, 
bat merely property; and even as to 
slavery, the foremost minds in the 
world were beginning to dissipate the 
awiul delusion that the slave trade 
could be just, and clearer light was 
breaking, and judicial decisions had 
been made by the highest Christian 
tribunal in the world, that were like a 
sun shot into midnight. Lord Chief- 
Justice Mansfield’s glorious decision 

inst slavery was issued as early as 
1772, at least fifteen years before the 
adoption of our Constitution. 

But even if there Aad been such an 
opinion, think of the iniquity of prs 
ing it in a Court of Justice as the gui 
of law !—think of the monstrous wick- 
edness of making it a Procrustes’ bed, 
on which to break a free Constitution 
to suit such tyranpy!—think of a judge, 
in the sight of God and man, bringing 
forward the wrong and darkness of 8 
former century to justify and compel a 

ter wrong and darkness in this! 
hink of a judge deliberately produc- 
ing or ing the inhumanity and 
blindness of a former age, as.a justifi- 
for the and 
of. 0 ion, arguing on the 
of such a mis- 


construction and perversion of a free 
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Constitution, as would exasperate and 
tuate that wrong, and prevent all 
rem of its ever being remedied! 
Think of a man gravely arguing the 
existence of @ state of darkness, as a 
reason for not introducing light, a 
reason for excluding it! Think of ar- 
guing the former prevalence of a great 
evil as authoritative and conclusive 
inst @ present reform, and the habit 


i 
of injustice as incontrovertible against 
the practice of right! 

The wickedness of such and 
horrible outlawry of a down-trodden 
class, is immeasurably more wicked in 
a period of advanced and enlarged 
philanthropy, than it ever was before ; 
more inexcusable and intolerable, un- 
der the full light of the Gospel, and 
after the Declaration of Independence, 
than it could have been in any preced- 
ing But to think of springing 


into that thick darkness; to think of a 
k of judges deliberately returning 
ike a pack of wolves to the dead car- 
rion of immorality and injustice, cast 


out as offal for a hundred years! To 
think of their taking up the cast off gab- 
erdines of judges that have died long 


in the wilderness of this world, with 
the pestilence of this moral rot upon 
them, and putting on those leprosy- 
fretted 
tice, and advancing those doctrines ab- 
horred and reprobated of society for 
whole generations! To think of such 
justice and such judgment, the very 
dregs of the cup of past judicial cor- 
ruption and depravity, chosen and 
adopted as the principle and life of 
constitutional law by the Supreme Ju- 
dicial Court of the United States of 
America, in the middle of the nine- 
teenth century ! 

Truly we are traveling fast. Year 
after year comes a new, mightier, more 
daring assault against justice and lib- 
erty. _The wickedness of judicial and 
legislative corruption and usurpation 


back from this present point of light| 


ments for their robes of jus-| 


‘iquity, instead of being resisted and 
repealed, has been built into our coun- 

’s vitals, as a stupendous carbuncle 
of crime, disease, and death, and our 
national Congress have appropriated 
twenty thousand dollars to sustain it 
with all its infernal laws, pronounced 
by that same Congress barbarous, sav- 
age, unconstitutional, and not to be 
endured. What principles are sacred 
after this, or what can be? If Con- 
gress supports and enforces laws ad- 
mitted to be iniquitous and unconsti- 
tutional, why should not the Supreme 
Court make iniquitous and unconstitu- 
tional decisions? Why should they 
stumble or hesitate? And if they do 
not, why should the people? We shall 
answer this question in another article. 


= 
The Noblesville Case. 


In the February No. of the Mag- 
azine, we published a document signed 
by the committee of seven, (of which 
we were one,) stating that the unhappy 
difficulty which had existed there was 
harmoniously setfled. We have now 
to record that a separation has again 
taken place, and the brethren meet in 
their respective meeting houses as for- 
merly. We happened to be present at 
the time the separation took place, and 
feel confident that it was the result of 
the non-observance of the specifications © 
contained in the ‘‘ Decision of the 
Committee,” which reads as follows: 


‘Whereas, a series of causes have 
combined and accumulated, until th 
have resulted in a division of the Chu 
of Christ in Noblesville, Indiana; and 
whereas, the undersigned, a committee 
of reference constituted by the parties, 
having, according to appointment, met 
in Noblesville, December 24th, 1856, 
and patiently and carefully for seven . 


in Kansas was terrible. And that in- 


days in continuance, heard and inves- 
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tigated all. matters of complaint, to the 
ill satisfaction of all concerned, do find 
as follows: 

‘ist. That brethren H.St. John Van 
Dake and Milton B. Hopkins, in their 
zeal to establish what they conscien- 
tiously believe to be scriptural order in 
instituting church officers, have upon 
several occasions during the contro- 
versy, done wrong in pressing the sub- 
. ject incautiously and injudiciously upon 
the brethren, in view of the state of 
mind known to exist among them. 

‘2d. That they have during the ex- 
citing and 
question of ation, employed some 
Severe and in some instances sarcastic 
and offensive terms. | 

“*3d. That they acted injudiciously 
In introducing what has been called the 
Test resolution, to purge the list of vo- 
ters, after the brethren had recorded 
their names for and against the impo-' 
sition of hands. | 

‘*4th. That brethren Voss, Stoops, 
and Cole, as we think, too persistently 
ir their objection to the imposition 
of hands, they having, as appears to 

us, no conscientious scruples, as a pro- 

per church ceremony. 
ee. That brethren Stoops and Cole, 
nereet to the resolution passed 
by the hurch to lay a resolution of 
ordination in the Bible for signatures, 


acted injudiciously in advising those | 


brethren whowere disposed to vote in 
the negative to delay their votes for 
some two weeks, such delay having a 
tendency to destroy confidence in the 
final result of the vote. 

“6th. That brethren Cole, Stoops, 
and others, did wrong in repealing the 
Eddy Cole resolution with its amend- 


ments, after acting under it for fourteen } 


months, and giving every thing in it 
for one defeating the 
precise thing aimed at by the other; 
which we regard the proximate cause 
of the division. It is, however, ex- 
pressly understood that we do. not 

ereby intend to reinstate that reso-. 


discussion of the 


lution. We provided as a remedy, the 
following: 1st; That the les now 
merge into one body, the Elders and 


Deacons of each party resigning, and 
that the new body remain without El- 
ders and Deacons, until they can har- 
moniously constitute proper Officers. 
2d. That the partics severally and im- 
mediately Ne that love which 
covers a multitude of faults, and thinks. 
no eyil, most solemnly and from the 
heart before God forgive all the past, 
and that they henceforth endeavor to 
be all of one mind, have compassion 
one of another, speak no evil one of 
another, but love as brethren—be fear- 
ful, be cautions. 38d. That each party 
choose one brother from the other party, 
and that these two constitute a com- 
mittee to take the lead in worship and 
business of the congregation, until 
proper officers are constituted as above 
provided.” 


Enssan Goopwin, 
Grorce OAMPBELL, 
Ovi Butter, 

B. 
Joun Boaes, 
Joun Youna, 

J. O'Kane. 


After the union of the two congre- 
gations, the new one met alternately 
at the two houses, in order to avoid any 
hard feelings being engendered in refer- 
ence to the place of meeting. Things 
went on harmoniously for two weeks, 
when Brother John L. Jones, of Frank- 
lin, (the man who was instrumental in 
first introducing the ancient Gospel 
there,) commenced a meeting in the 
new house. On Saturday, brethren 
Mallory and Cole, (the two brethren 
‘who have been selected according to 
the specifications of the “‘decision,”) 

to have the meeting on Lord’s 
day at the old house. Brother H. St. 
John Vandake objected, on the ground 


| 


| 
| 
i | 
| 
; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


CurisTian MaGazine. 


327 


that it was the intention of the com-| 
mittee that they should occupy that 
house permanently. Brother G. H. 
Voss objected to the permanent occu- 
pancy of the new house, on the ground 
that it would revive the old bone of 
contention, ‘the laying on of hands in 
ordination ;”’ as the deed by which the 
property was held, required that it. 
should be oceupied by a congregation 
thus organized. Brother Vandake ad- 
mitted that the deed was so guarded, 
and insisted that the committee in- 
tended they should thus comply. In 
compliance with the solicitations of 
Brother Jones, the matter was not agi- 
tated further at that time; but an ap- 
pointment was made to meet at the 
same place two weeks from that day, 
to see if an “‘amicable”’ arrangement 
could be gone into for a permanent or- 
ganization. The two brethren who 
had been selected to take the lead in 
pete ae and worship of the con-} 
ny agreed with regard to alter- 
| “as meetings, until Brother Vandake 
objected, when Brother Mallory took 
sides with Brother Vandake, leaving 
the dual. presidency provided by the 
committee, divided on the very im- 
portant ‘question of where they should 
public worship. 
egoing we write as the sub- 
Boo f what was reported to us by 
some of those who were present at the 
meeting, and they assured us that the} 
truth of their statements could be sub- 
stantiated by the testimony of Brother 
J. L. Jones, who was present; but 
what we now add, we write as we 
would speak if placed upon the witness 
stand, and shall only state what we 
saw and heard. | 


| 


We arrived at Noblesville the Thurs- 
day before the Saturday appointed for 
the aforesaid business meeting, intend- 
ing to stay over the next Lord’s day, 
On Saturday we attended the business 
meeting, and took a back seat as a 
spectator. 
by reading the Scriptures, singing and 


prayer—brethren Mallory and Cole both 


officiating. A resolution was then in- 
troduced by Brother Evans, requiring 


| the congregation immediately to select 


four Elders, and to send for Brother 
Goodwin or some other accredited evan- 


gelist, to ordain them by the laying on — 


of hands. We have not a copy of the 
resolution, and only attempt to give 
its substance. Several brethren ob- 
jected, whereupon Brother Vandake 


made a lengthy speech in its favor. 


He took the ground that the resolution 
contemplated nothing more than the 
spirit of the decision, He argued that 
the committee required forgiveness— 
that there could be no forgiveness with: 
out repentance—no repentance without 


reformation, and that reformation would 


in their case require them to carry out 
the provisions of what is called the 
‘Eddy Cole” resolution, and submit 
to the imposition of ‘hands in ordina- 
tion. He was responded to in a short 
speech by Brother Voss, and after some 


further debating the resointion. was 


withdrawn. 


The congregation then stood in a 
singular position. The decision of the 


committee required that the two breth- 


ren selected for the purpose should take 
the lead in the worship and business of 
the congregation, until such time as 
they could harmoniously constitute pro. 
per officers. They had just given evie 


The meeting was opened. 
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amble and resolution: 


sons present arose to their feet and gave 
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dence that they could not do so then, 
and brethren Mallory and Cole had 
disagreed in their judgment relative to 
the most judicious course in regard to 
the place of holding their meetings— 
Brother Mallory agreeing with Brother 
Vandake that they should meet all the 
time at the new house, while Brother 
Cole maintained that it would be more 
in harmony with the feelings of the 
majority, to hold the meetings alter- 
nately. At this stage of the affair, 
Brother Voss offered the following pre- 


WuerEas, the two brethren chosen 
by us, (in accordance with the decision 
of the Committee,) to take the lead in 
the worship and business of the con- 
gregation, have failed to agree in their 
opinion relative to the best arrange- 
ment in reference to the place of meet- 
ing for worship, in order to the more 
perfect harmonizing of the whole bro- 
therhood ; therefore, 

“Resolved, That we meet alternately 
one month in each honse, as follows: 
the month of February at the old house, 
and the month of March at the new 
house; and so on alternately, until 
such time as an amicable and harmo- 
nious agreement for the permanent 
meeting of the congregation at one or 
the other of the houses, is effected.”’ 


Brother Mallory objected to the vote 
being taken on the preamble and reso- 
lution. Brother Cole asked him if he 
would accept it without a vote. Bro- 


ther Mallory replied, he would not. oy 


Brother Cole then put the question, 
and at least three-fourths of all the per- 


an affirmative vote. The next day be- 
ing the first day of February, Brother 
Cole gave notice that the congregation, 


passed, would meet at the old house. 
He asked us to preach morning and 
night, to which we assented. Brother 
Vandake also gave notice, that in ac- 
cordance with a previous appointment, 
he would preach at the same hours at 
the new house. Brother Vandake then 
asked us to preach in that house that 
same evening, to which we assented. 


Since the separation, Brother Cole 
has removed to Shelby county, and 
Brother Wim. Stoops has been appoint- 
ed in his place; and the following call 
has been made by the brethren with 
whom he stands, for the re-assembling 
of the committee to decide which of the 
parties has violated the stipulations con- 
tained in their decision : 

March 4th, 1857. 
Elder Ex1san Goopwin— 


Dear Brother: The Church of Christ 
at this place, direct me to inform you 
that division again exists—that breth- 
ren who pledged themselves to abide 
the decision of the committee, now re- 
fuse to conform their action thereto, 
but meet separately and apart from the 
Church for worship, and refuse to at- 
tend and worship with the congrega- 
tion. I am further instructed to say, 
that the congregation has since the 
decision faithfully complied with both 
the letter and spirit of the same, and 
earnestly protest against the action of 
those brethren who have violated that 
decision. Thecon tion further in- 
struct me to add, that as a doubt may 
abroad as to who those brethren are 
who have failed to conform their action 
to the decision of the committee, that 
the congregation solicit you as the 
chairman of that committee, as soon as 
convenient to re-assemble the commit- 
tee at this place, for the purpose of 
deciding who they are who have vio- 
lated the decision; and that if this 1s 


in accordance with the resolution just 


not the proper way to call the com- 
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mittee her, or, if the committee 
will not regard this call, then the Church 
wish it understood that they desire that | 
the committee do re-assemble for the’ 
purpose above stated. It is also de- 
sired that this call be published with 
the decision, if such publication be 
made. Yours, in the good hope, 
ILLIAM STOOPS, 


Acting Committeeman. 

We understand that several of the 
committee are in favor of complying 
with the request, but that the chairman 
has decided that they have no further’ 
jurisdiction in the matter. 

As there is no probability of the mat- 
ter being investigated, we deemed it 
our duty to present the facts in the case 
as far as known to us, that the brother- 
hood generally may be enabled to form 
a correct judgment touching the whole 
matter. It would have been a source 
of real gratification to us if the union 
we assisted in bringing about, had been | 
permanent; - but since it is otherwise, 
our prayer is that all parties may so 
demean themselves as not to wound 
each other’s feelings, or bring a re- 
proach upon the cause of Christ which 
they all profess to love. May they 
cultivate all the Christian graces, and 
thereby be enabled to exert a salutary 
influence on the community in which 
they live. J. B. 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine, 
I.—What Officers had the Primitive 


Churches. 
II.—Were thsy set apart by the Im- 
position of Hands. 


In answering the first question, we 
do not deem it necessary to do much 
more than to quote a few passages. In 
Acts 15; 28, it is said—‘‘And they 
wrote letters by them aftcr this man- 


ner; The canoe and elders, and 
brethfen, send greeting breth: | 


ren, which are Gentiles, in Antioch 
and Syria, and Oilicia.”? Phil. 1: 1— 
‘* Paul and Timotheus, the servants of 
Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ 
Jesus which are at Phillippi, with the 
bishops and deacons.” Acts 14: 28— 
when they had ordained them 
elders in every church, and prayed, 


| with fasting, they commended them to 


the Lord.” | 
Thus it is seen that in the primitive 
churches, the officers were Bishops, or 
Elders, and Deacons. It is as clearly 
seen, too, that in the apostolical 
churches a plurality of elders existed. 
They were ordinarily called Elders 
from their , sometimes Overseers 
[Bishops,] from their office. They are. 
said to preside, (1 Thess. 5: 12; 1°Tim. 
5: 17,) never to rule. This word is 
too despotic in sound. In Hebrews 
they are called Leading Men. In an- 
other instance they are figuratively 
styled Shepherds. | 
As considerable difference of opinion 
is entertained upon the second ques- 
tion, we shall look at it more in detail. 
We think the main reason why so much 
difference of opinion is found upon: 
thig point, is from a want of proper 
discrimination of the practice dur 
the time when the apostles lived, 
exercised their especial supervision 
over the churches; and the unauth- 
orized practice which crept into the 
church, among other corruptions which | 
made their ap ce soon after the 
death of the apostles. That the apos- 
tles did not set apart elders by the im: 


position of hands, is plainly shown by 


this text—Acts 14: 23—‘tAnd 
they, (Paul and Barnabas,) had or- 
dained them elders in. every church, | 
and had prayed, with fasting, they 
sadeutended them to the Lord, on 
whom ‘they believed.’’ The obvious 
meaning of this text is, that Paul and 


‘Barnabas suggested the necessity of 


officers, and that the churches. gave 
their consent readily; and accordingly — 
chose or elected such as they desired — 


a 

| 
| 


+ 


_ chosen or ordained them elders in every 


ceded 
that the word “ordain” in this case, 


380 Onrgistian MacGazine. 


— 


to have preside over them. It cannot. 
mean that the apostles appointed these 
officers without the concurrence of the 
churches. The construction we have 
given is such as is most likely to be 
given by the mass of readers, as such 
is the impression it gives to those who 
read not to criticize, but to understand. 
No more is meant, when it is said by 
Luke—‘‘And when they had ordained 
them elders’’—than when it is said, 
‘“‘Ohrist baptized,” ‘““Solomon built the 
le,” ‘‘Alexander the Great sub- 
dued the world,’”’ ‘‘Napoleon conquer- 
ed the Austrians.” All that is meant 
is, that Christ directed that baptism 
ought to be performed; not that he 
administered ‘the rite himself. So of 
the other cases referred to; and in 
thousands of instances, for convenience, 
historians say that the most prominent 
actor performed or did the act, simply 
because they advised and directed that 
it should be done. The idea would be 
no better conveyed by saying the fact— 
that the French army conquered the 
Austrians, than to say Napoleon did. 
So in the the ease before us; Luke 
would not have sed the truth 
more clearly than he did if he had have 
said, ‘“‘And after the churches had 


congregation.”’ For all that is meant 
by the word ‘‘ordain,” in this verse is, 
that the churches chose, or elected, by 
vote of the congregation, their elders ; 
and this was done by stretching out of 
the hand, as the word “ordain’’ very 
properly denotes-—we believe it is con- 
all well informed christians, 


simply means to elect, or choose, by 
the vote of the church. 

It is at this point many good persons 
stumble; say they, While we can admit 
that such is the meaning of the ori 
inal from which the word ‘‘ordain” is 


rendered, yet we contend that it had a/ 


popular meaning in the time of the 
apostles, sustaining our views. This 


can be shown to have obtained, until 
long after the death of the apostles, 
when form and ceremony began to 
more abound than the love of God; 
many gross corruptions of Jewish and 
heathen extraction, made their appear- 
ance in the church; marring the beaa- 
tiful smplicity of the gospel. The 
friends of form, pomp, and parade, to 
cover the practice of the imposition of 
hands with apostolic authority, gave to 
the word “‘ordain,’’ the ecclesiastical 
meaning which it has ever since borne. 
But all know this is not the Bible 
meaning, and we defy any one to prove 
that the wsus loqguendi obtained in the 
lifetime of the apostles. 

Those who insist upon the practice 
of the imposition of hands, admit there 
is no commandment requiring it; but 
they ask it upon the ground of apos- 
tolic practice. Now they have not the 
support of the shadow of a shade for 
their opinion, that the apostles prac-. 
tised the imposition of hands in con- 
stituting church officers, unless they 
can show the ecelesiastical meaning of 
the word *‘ordain’’ to have had its usual 
meaning while the apostles lived. 
| To save themselves from the force of 
this position, some in their zeal have 
gone so far as to say that the word 
which is rendered ‘‘appoint,” in Acts, 
6: 4, is the same in the Greek as that 
rendered ‘‘ordain’’ in the 23d verse of 
ithe 14th chapter. Is it not strange to 
what extent brethren will go to save 
a ceremony; we hope, for the honor of 
‘God, and the character of his people, 
never to hear this position assumed 
again; for we affirm on the authority 
‘of the best Greek scholars, that the 
Greek word from which we have the 
word “‘ordain,’’ in the 23d verse of the 
14th chapter of Acts, occurs in but 
one other place in the New Testament. 
See 2 Oor. 8: 19, where it is rendered 
“chosen,’’ that is, elected, by the votes: 
of the church. This would seem to be 
enough to satisfy any one. Yet we 


is @ Serious error, a8 no such meaning: 


find the zealous formalist again imsist- 
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ing that in the 6th of Acts seven dea-' 
cons were chosen, and hands im : 
by the apostles; that this shows it was 
apostolic practice, and that their prac- 
tice is of perpetual obligation upon the 
church. is talk sounds well enough; 
but unfortunately for them, their pre- 
mises are not true, and of course thei 
conclusion is fallacious. 

(1) The seven were not deacons. 
This was not the position to which 
they were chosen. ey were chosen 
to perform a neglected duty; this im- 
plies that previous to the appointment 
of the seven, it was the duty of some 
person or persons to make disburse- 
ments out of the common stock or 
Alms fund, to the necessitous, but: who 
had neglected or refused to relieve the 
wants of the Grecian widows, which 
caused murmuring—no doubt ter 
contentions, 
that it was the regular Deacons of the 
church who had neglected their duty in 
this behalf. Be this as it may, we are 
told in the unmistakable language of 
the text, that the appointment of the 
seven was for a special p e—not 
to the office of Deacons. "Phe words 
of the text are, “whom we may a 
point over this business.” No wo 
could more concisely and definitely 
bound and cireumscribe the duty of the 
seven. N 
placing those who had up to this time 
conducted the administration of the 
Alms fund. We think it most probable 
that the not actually 
any portion of the property. We are 
strongly inclined to think—in fact we 
have but little doubt—that all the 
seven ever did in the premises was b 
force of persuasion, counsel, and ad- 
vice, being full of the Holy Ghost, and 
set with so 
probably very great deference paid to 
them,—consequently they had ‘bt lit- 
tle trouble in convincing those whose 
duty it was to disburse the funds, that 


the Grecian widows had as much right 
to relief as the Jews, and thus the 


From this it would seem. 


is said, either of dis- 


murmuring ended: If their appoint- 
ment was special, it ended when its 
design was accomplished; nor does 
the manner of their appointment or 
separation to this special duty prove 
anything, as to how church officers 
should be constituted. 

(2) Suppose, for the gratification of 
those who favor the imposition of 
hands, that the seven were deacons; 
even upon this erroneous supposition, 
the facts do not warrant the practice of 
the imposition of hands. Since the 
death of the apostles,—and the 6th of 
Acts, is better authority against, than 
for the practice—if the apostles had 
directed the church to have chosen the 
seven, and then to have proceeded and 
set them apart by the imposition of 
hands, then the text might be regarded 
as in favor of the practice. But such 
is not the case; the church was not in- . 
structed to impose hands, but simply 
to elect. The design of election on 
the part of the church was, that she 
might thus point out whom she wanted 
to be her officers. The design of the 
apostles, in imposing their hands, was 
to thus signify their consent to the 
voice of the congregation. The apos- 


tles held a special power and general 
supervision over the churches, Wy vir 
tue of their apostleship, and hence 


their consent or concurrence was ne- 
cessary; but this apostolic authority 
was given to them only, andit passed 
away with their lives, and no succes- 
sors to the apostles have or ever will 
exist; no class of men can now make 
good any pretensions they may set up 
to authority over the church, nor to be 
asked to consent to the choice of the 
church by the imposition of their hands. 

In edie therefore, for the action of 
the apostles: in imposing their hands 
upon the seven, to be regarded. as. of 
perpetual obligation upon the church, 
we must first prove that we have a class 
of men among us, who stand in this 
particular in the same relation to the 


church as the apostles did, whose con- 
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church can be fully and orderly organ- 
ized. This would be quite hard to do, 
though we might very easily find some 
few men among us who incline rather 
to the opinion that they are in au- 
thority not very far behind the holy 
apostles, and are quite as willing as 
the apostles, to exercise their functions. 

If then the apostles had a general 
supervision over the action of the 
churches, as incident to their apostle- 
ship, and if they imposed their hands 
upon the seven as the sign of their 
concurrence in the choice of the church, 
—and if the apostles have no succes- 
sors,—as a matter of necessity the 


®ignificant sign of their approbation 


away with their lives and office, 
this leaves the church with apostolic 
authority for the election, and election 


Anly, of her officers; any other addi- 


tional action is a mere unauthorized 
and voluntary act. 

-In our next we hope to be able to 
notice one or two other texts which 
are u in favor of the ceremony; 
and we probably may add some general 
remarks against the practice of the 
imposition of hands. Mii to We 


oblesville, Ind. March 18, 1857. 


LETTERS 
To the Pro Tem. Corresponding Secretary of the 
American Christian Missionary Society. 

My Dear Brotuer: I learn from a 
published statement, that the mission 
to Jerusalem which you state is ‘‘defin- 
itely fixed upon” by your Society, 
will cost about $5000 for the ougfit, and 
$1500 thereafter annually. I am also 
informed that your Board have declined 
sending one of our most efficient pro- 
claimers to a Western territory, on the 
ground that al/ the money of the So- 
ciety was necessary to sustain Dr. 
Barelay and family at Jerusalem. Now, 


— 


= 


my dear sir, my arithmetic may be 
greatly at fault, but it does seem to me 
that a much better beginning for the 
Society’s operations, and one that would 
result in the salvation of by far the 
greatest number of precious souls, and 
consequently commend itself to the fa- 
vorable consideration of the whole bro- 
therhood, would be to institute missions 
at favorable points in our own country. 
Cultivate those fields successfully that 
can be reached with the least outlay of 
funds, and you will effectually pave 
the way for more extended operations 
at home, and more expensive ones in 
foreign lands. I take g500 per annum 
as a fair average cost of sustaining a 
mission in any of the States or Terri- 
tories of the United States. I know 
that would by some be considered a 
small salary, but you must remember 
that a great majority of our brethren, 
and I might add a large proportion of 
our preachers, live on a less income 
than that | have named. Besides, a 
man who has not religion enough to 
become @ missionary without the pros- 
pect of a fat salary, is not fit for the 
work at all. If the fleece is the map- 


net, the flock will not receive much 


attention. 
Taking, then, five hundred dollars as 
the standard, the five thousand dollar 
outfit of Dr. Barclay would sustain ten 
efficient missionaries in any of our. 
Territories for one year, and the fifteen 
hundred dollars annually, which you 
say will be necessary to sustain his 
family in Jerusalem, would keep in 
the home field three missionary families 
for the same length of time. The. 
chances for making converts would, I 


think; bein the inverse ratio with the 
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expense. The mission on our own ter- 
ritory that would cost five hundred dol- 
lars per annum without any outfit, 
would in all human probability be in- 
strumental in the conversion of ten fold 
more sinners than one in J rele reese 
at a cost of fifteen hundred dollars, and 
an outfit of five thousand dollars. Why, 


then, we most respectfully enquire, has 


the Board determined to support a mis- 
sion in the far-off land of Palestine, to’ 
the neglect of the pressing necessities 
of ourown country? Why is it deemed 
expedient to spend thousands on a mis- 
sion in Jerusalem, while so many pla- 
ces are,to be found where hundreds 
would be more effective ? 


There is another stand point from/ 


which I wish to take a few vines’ afl 
tions. It has been clearly shown that 
Dr. Barclay when preparing to sail for 
the ancient city as a missionary, sold 
Christian men and women as chattel 
property ; and however good a man he 
may be in other respects, and however 
well qualified for a missionary, the re- 
lation he has sustained to slavery must 
in a degree implicate the Society which 
sends him back, if not in actual slave-| 
holding at least in giving countenance 
to that God-dishonoring institution ; 
and if the Society is ‘‘ American,” the 
whole brotherhood North and South, 
East and West, as far as they sustain 
it by their contributions, are committed 
in favor of oppression, or at least vir- 
tually debarred from discussing it 3 is a 
great moral question. 

As far as I am advised, I believe al- 
most all our brethren in the free States. 
are favorable to missionary Operations. 
Indeed the genius of the Christian in- 


‘its character. ‘Go ye into all the 
world, preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture,” is the great commandment upon 
which all evangelizing efforts are based, 
and every true Christian must respond 
to the philanthropic sentiment which 
it contains. But the idea of being 
compelled in any way or shape to coun- 
tenance slaveholding or slave selling, 
‘is more than many of our brethren are 
| willing to do in order to take a part in 
the missionary efforts of the Church. 


The question for the Christian to settle, 


as far as Dr. Barclay is concerned, is 
whether a company of some two dozen 


States, have a right to palm upon the 
whole brotherhood as their missionary, 
and call upon them to contribute to 
sustain a man who not only sympa- 
thises with the institution of slavery, 
but who actually has sold into unend- 
ing servitude without the probability of 
education sufficient to read the Bible 
either for themselves or their posterity 
to the latest generation, his brethren 
in the Lord; those who, despite their 
degradation and ignorance, indulged 
the hope of an interest in the blood of 
‘that Savior who tasted death for every 
man. The issue before the - brother- 
hood is not whether Dr. Barclay would 
make an efficient missionary under 
other circumstances, but. is, (with every 
brother in the free States who under- 
stands himself,) whether by sustaining 
him they do not compromise that de- 
votion to liberty, to equal rights, to 
even-handed justice, and to sound .mo- 
rality, which it should be the pride of 
every Ohristian to sustain and cherish 
by every act and influence he can bring 


stitution is essentially missionary in 


men, nearly ,all from ‘slaveholding 
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is sometimes sufficiently plausible to 
entrap the unwary, while beneath the 
surface great principles are imperiled. 
In conclusion, permit me to enquire 
what will be your response to the call 
made by Brother Mathes, in the Jan- 
uary No. of the Christian Record, 
for a general convention or mass meet- 
ing of the brotherhood, to be held at 
Indianapolis about the first of July 
next? Would not such a meeting give 
an opportunity for a fuller expression 
of sentiment than was given at Cincin- 
nati last fall, when scarcely as many 
brethren were present as was suflicient 
to constitute officers for the Society ? 
I trust you will publicly give your 
mind relative to the proposed ‘‘ mass 
meeting,’’ and in reference tu the whole 
subject of missions, Institute missions 
with an eye to economy of outlay and 
successful effort, rather than high sound- 
ing names and worldly applause; send 
ont men who have clean hands relative 
to the great sin of slavery as well as 
every other violation of the law of God, 
and the blessing of heaven, and the 
prayers and contributions of the_bro- 
therhood, will accompany your labors. 


In behalf of suffering humanity, 
Yours fraternally, J. B. 


that their relative strength depends 
very much on cultivation. They may 

be strengthened by activity and weak- 
ened by inactivity as readily as the 
physical constitution of man. 

very one knows this to be a fact in 
regard to the physical powers. Where 
does the husbandman go for assistance 
to reap down his harvest field? Does 
he go to the counting desk or the 
drawing room? No! he goce to the 
man who has cultivated his Se physical 
powers—to him who is accustomed 
to the labors of the field, and who is 
cansegnanny prepared to endure its 


That the mental faculties are also 
strengthened by activity and weakened 
by inactivity, is evident to every re- 
flecting mind. Custom produces habit, 
which is like the consolidated rock, 
that is never moved from its foun- 
dations, unless shattered by mechanical 
violence, or the wild convulsions of 
nature. 

Do you wish to behold an exhibition 
of the animal propensities in all their 
gigantic strength? Go to the abodes of 
wickedness and crime. See that drunk- 
ard, as he reels to his accustomed 
place of gratification! What is it that 
impels him onward to his own destruc- 
tion? It is his animal ite, which 
he has strengthened by the use of the 
intoxicating bowl. Goaded by the 
cravings of this appetite, he rushes 
forward like the ox to the slaughter, 


ess alike of the wise counsels 
and kind entreaties of relatives and 
friends. See him at last overcome by 


Improvement and Government of the 
} Mental Faculties. 
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In examining the constitution of 


man, we find him to have been en- 
dowed by his Oreator with certain 
innate faculties or powers of action, 
all fitted, by their proper exercise, to 
promote ‘his happiness and improve- 
ment. These are sometimes divided 
by philosophers into three great classes 
a the moral, intellectual, and ani- 
; and it is a fact which ‘has often |an 


ra noticed in, relation to them all, 


derer 


the demon of intemperance! now sac- 
rificed at his altar, and descending dis- 
honored to a drtinkard’s grave ¢ 

Look farther into the abodes of 
wickedness and crime. See the mur- 
wling around for his prez! 
What is it that urges him onward 


in his bloody course? It is his animal 
ap 


was once kind and tender- 


intellectual powers. 
be- 
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his friends, and endeared 
to society; but yielding to his animal 
propensities, he descended from that 
moral elevation, and now inhabits 
those dismal abodes. Behold him 
now raising the dagger about to be 
plunged into the heart of his unsus- 
pecting victim? Now the awful deed 
is accomplished! His spirit of revenge 
is satisfied. See the smile of fiendish 
satisfaction. 

These are but faint representations of 
the awful reality. Read the history of 
past ages, and there you will find a 
record of the animal appetites reigning 
in all their malignant power. How 
often has the world been deluged with 
blood, its wretched inhabitants bereav- 
ed of all that is dear and lovely, and 
sunk to the lowest depths of wretched- 
ness. And all, perhaps to gratify the 
vain ambition, 
the mad. revenge of some one of its 
inhabitants. 

The same law is found to operate in 
relation to the intellectual Ities. 
The attainment of knowledge is their 
proper object, and nothing else can 
satisfy their cravings. As soon as the 
intellect begins to dawn in the child, 
and faculty of speech is acquired, the 

uestions flow in quick succession. 
very new object suggests new inter- 
rogations, which, when properly an- 
swered, increase the fund of useful at- 
tainment. Thus the intellect acquires 
strength by continual exercise, until, 
able to grapple with the most intricate 
questions in the abstract sciences, it 
ranges the world in search of knowl- 
edge, and goes beyond its bounds to 
explore the immensity of space. But 
when the intellectual powers of the 
test mind lie dormant, their keen 
edge is quickly blunted. The labor 
formerly performed with ease and 
pleasure, mes a burden, and the 
mind recoils from close application. 
But as the intellectual faculties rise 
above the animal propensities, so the 
moral powers of the soul rise above 


unbridled lust, or | 


the intellectual. By the moral powers 
man is prepared to form a correct jnudg- 
ment of right and wrong, of his duty 
towards God and man, and of the right 
performance of all the relative duties 
of life. Their proper exercise leads 
the missionary to leave his friends and 
country, to preach the gospel to his 
fellow men—causes him to undergo all 
the toils and trials of missionary life, 
and to spend his days in leading back 
guy men to their Maker’s service. 
Without the moral feelings we should 
be utterly incapable of ret and serv- 
ing our great Creator. Never could 
we raise our eyes to God in the heav- 
ens, and acknowledge with gratitude 
the mercies received from His benefi- 
cent hand; never could we perform 
an act of kindness and love; never 
could the feeling of sympathy arise 
in our bosoms at the sight of another’s 
woes. Without these how sad would 
be our condition! Let an individual 
whose moral powers have been active, 
once turn aside from the path of vir- | 
tue—let him refrain from acts of 
kindness and love, his heart will 
soon become like the flinty roek, un- 
touched by others’ woes, and utterly 
unprepared to perform the relative 
duties of life. 
But let us next contemplate the im- 
portance of cultivating the mental 
ers. This will appear evident 
m the fact that each class of our 
faculties becomes prominent and influ- 
ential in proportion to its degree of 
exercise. The supremacy is generally 
held by the moral and animal, in con- 
junction with the intellectual, seldom 
y the intellectual alone. For it is; by 
the aid of those facultics which enable 
us to reflect and to reason, and to adapt 
means to the accomplishment of ap- 
propriate ends, that the moral and ani* 
mal powers exert their influence. Like 
two belligerent powers, they often stand 
arrayed against each other, and’ con- 


tend for supremacy in the empire of 
the mind. ‘in this contliet the intellect 
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often holds the balance, and gives the/mighty has intended that our animal 


preponderance to man’s moral or ani- 
mal: nature, according as its faculties 
are enlisted in support of the one or 
the other. We may hence see the ne- 
cessity of cultivation to our mental 
powers, that they may be made to oc- 
cupy that place, and exert that influ- 
ence which properly belongs to them. 
It is important that the mind should be 
trained readily to discern the truth. It 
should be habituated to recognize its| 
inent beauty and loveliness, and 
its parameunt claims upon the hearts 
and lives of men. 
Were the minds of all men thus 


trained, how soon would the aspect ot| gold 


this world be changed! Instead of war 
and bloodshed, there would be 
and harmony; instead of hatred and 
confusion, love and order; instead o1 
licentiousness and crime, purity and 
virtue; instead of robbery and servi- 
tude, benevolence and freedom. 

Then would the world become like 
the garden of Eden; unalloyed joy 


propensities should be curbed and held 
in subjection? These propensities are 
blind, and unless restrained, their path 
will be marked by devastation and 
ruin, All that is lovely and of poo 
report, will be swept before, them. 
Every link that binds man to man will 
be severed, and the earth itself become 
a place of torment, But on the other 
hand, if the moral and , intellectual 
faculties always maintained the sover- 
eignty over the animal nature, man 
would always be on terms of peace and 

will with his fellow-men. Every 
endearing tie would be bound with the 
en chain of love; every faculty of 
the sonl would act in accordance with 


the design of heaven, and man him- 
self would be prepared for the regions 
of eternal bliss. How important, then, 


that the moral faculties be properly 


trained. The work should commence 
in childhood and continue through life; 
every thing demoralizing should be 
carefully avoided—while every thing 


and happiness would dwell with men.| calculated to promote moral improve- 
But, the battle is yet to be won;|ment, should be eagerly cherished and 
the mighty conflict must take place|cultivated.—Gospel Tribune. 


in the breast of every individual. The 
moral powers must gain the ascend- 
ancy Over the animal propensities, ere 
that happy period can arrive. Here, 
then, is a conflict in which all should 
engage, differing from all other con- 
flicts—a conflict which God approves 
and enjoins—a conflict on which the 
eternal destiny of every soul depends. 


- — 


A Visit to a Daguerreian Gallery. 
A few days since, we visited the 


daguerreian rooms of Mr. Ball, on Fifth 
street, for the purpose of procuring the 
shadows of the different members of our 
family. We amused ourself during the 


ky is ——— not only from the prin-| hour we had to wait until our turn came 
ciples of that government which the} round, examining the specimens hang- 
Creator has revealed for the control of ;,, y profusely on either side of the spa- 


the.mind, that the moral powers should 


hold the supremacy in man; but it is cious gallery. 


also evident from his whole constitution. 


We saw there the faces of many 


ie, man, thee h fallen and ge raved, whose well delineated features we 
ill exhibits the design of the Al-|readily recognized, but a majority 
mighty in aN by that} were like the throng of passers-by on 
lic Wers| the great thoroughfares of our city, un- 


are inactive? and why that and 


peaceful joy while they hold the as- known in every respect 
cendancy im the mind, unless the Al-| were members of the great family of 


save that they 


| 
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man, rapidly passing along the devious’ 
pathway of life, and hastening to that! 
awful tribunal where they will be 
Jadged according to their conduct here, 
and their destiny fixed throughout the 
countless ages of eternity. 

Among the family groups we re- 
cognized that of Elder D. S. Burner, 
formerly of this city, but now of New 
York, together with his wife and 
daughter. We also saw daguerreo- 
types of Gen. Cary, the great tem- 
perance lecturer, and Mr. Boynton, 
celebrated both for his pulpit oratory, 
and his fearless advocacy of ‘‘ univer- 
sal liberty.”’ While contemplating his 
features, we could but regret that such 
a@ man should be permitted to leave a 
city where his services are so greatly 
needed. His church will find it diffi- 
cult to supply their pulpit with his 
equal, and the vacuum formed in the 
circle, of his acquaintance, will not 
soon be filled. 

Although the pictures were all bean- 
tiful in the extreme, and as life-like as 
art and the ingenuity of man have been 
able to make pictures, we felt more 
deeply interested in two personages 
who were veritable ‘flesh and blood,” 
rather than soulless shadows. One of 
them was a Louisiana slave-holder, 
and the other a colored woman, who 
was styled his wife, and who, we 
learned, was the mother of his six 
children. The man was a fair speci- 
men of Southern-slave-holding-hu- 
manity. His age, we should judge, 
was about fifty; his height consider- 


ably over six feet, and proportionably| 
heavy built. He was, however, large) poraril 


to no purpose. Idleness and high liv- 


ing had so impaired his physical: or-| 


ganism that he seemed almost as help- 
less as a child. When he walked, his 
feet appeared to be too tender even for 
the soft carpet on which he trod; when 
he talked, his voice betrayed symptoms 
of that crabbed acidity so universal 
among those who from their infancy 
are reared in the exercise of absolute 
and irresponsible power; and when 
sitting, he reminded us of an autom- 
aton richly clad in costly broad-cloth, 


while those useless appendages at the 


extremity of his arms were continually 
covered with a pair of black silk. 
gloves. His business transactions all 
appeared to be conducted through his 
dark complexioned *‘ help-meet.” She 
earried the ‘‘needfal,” and counted 
the change, and her “lord” and “‘mas- 
ter’? seemed entirely under her control. 
The woman was about medium size; 
three-fourths black, with a rather 
sprightly countenance. She was very 
well dressed, and appeared easy and 
lady-like in her manners. Her age, 
we should think, was about forty. © 
The history of this man, as we were 
informed, is as follows: His residence 
is at Grand Gulf, Louisiana, where - 
he owns a large plantation, upen which 
he works some hundred and fifty slaves. 
The mother of his children also sus-. 
tains to him the same servile relation.. 
Not being as devoid of natural feeling 
as many of his compeers, he felt strong- 
ly inclined to educate those whom he 
looked upon as his children, but whe,. 
in the eyes‘of the law, were “chattels,” 
and resorted to the expedient of locating 
them together with their mother, tem-. 
ily in Cincinnati, where “they 
would have the advantage of schools, 
other means of civilization of whieli, 


a 
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in a slave State, they must necessarily 
be deprived. They have been here for 
several months under the guardianship 
of a very intelligent colored man, well 
known by our citizens for his enter- 
prising business talents. 

The quondam master, but now more 
properly father and husband, has hith- 
erto furnished an abundant supply of 
‘‘ material aid ’’ for their support. He 
is at this time on a visit here, and is, 
we are informed, using every exertion 
to persuade them to return with him to 
the ‘‘sunny South.” It is, however, 
too late for him tu retrace the steps he 
has taken. Judge Taney, to the con- 
trary notwithstanding, the woman has 
come to the conclusion that she has a 
better guaranty for the enjoyment of 
her natural rights in the ‘‘Queen City,”’ 
than she would have at ‘‘Grand Gulf,”’ 
and her guardian, and other friends are 
disposed to strengthen that opinion. 

There is an instructive moral in the 
history of this family group. In the 
person of the master is clearly to be 
seen the blighting effects of slavery on 
the white man. Lorn and reared in a 
* land of idleness and dissipation, we 
find him just in the meridian of life, 
prematurely old, and utterly incapable 
of supplying his physical wants; the 
father of children whose very existence 
is a lasting monument of his infamy 3 
who in the land of their nativity, are 
liable to be sold as cattle and mules on 
the auction block, and made to cronch 
beneath the ernel lash of those in whose 
veins courses the same paternal blood. 
Can @ system which destroys the 
energy of the white race physically, 
mentally, and morally—-which disan- 
nuls ‘the institution of ‘marriage, and. 


the fumily relation among the colored 
population ;—which fosters concubi- 
nage, adultery, drunkenness, gluttony, 
and every species of iniquity, be in 
harmony with the teachings of the Bi- 
ble, and the genius of a Republican 
government? Tell it not in Paris, let 
it not be heard in the streets of St. 
Petersburg, lest despotism be strength- 
ened, and infidelity be made to rejoice! 
J. B. 


The Memory of Galileo. 
{From Mr. Everett’s.Albany Oration.) 


On this great name, my friends, 
assembled as we are to dedicate a 
temple to instrumental Astronomy, 
we may well pause for a moment, 

There is much, in every way, in the 
city of Florence to excite the curiosity, 
to kindle the imagination, and to grat- 
ify the taste. Sheltered on the north 
by the vine clad hills of Fiesole, whose 
‘Cyclopean walls carry back the, anti- 

uary to ages before the Roman, before 
the Etruscan power, the flowery city 
(Fiorenza) covers the sunny banks of 
the Arno with its stately palaces. Dark 
and frowning piles of mediseval strue- 
ture; @ majestic dome the prototype of 
St Peter’s : basilicas which enshrine 
the ashes of some of the mightiest of 
the dead; the stone where Dante 
stood to gaze on the campanile; the 
house of Micnart ANGELO, still ocen- 
pied by a-descendant of his lineage and 
name, his hammer, his chisel, his di- 
viders, his manuscript poems, all as if 
he had left them but yesterday; airy 
bridges, which seem not so much to 
rest on the earth as to hover over the 
waters they span; the loveliest crea- 
tions art, rescued pone 

ve 0 es, in to enchant 
world : the breathin marbles of Mr- 
onAEL Aneto, the glowing canvas of 


| and Trrian, museums. filled 


withanedals and coins of every age 
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from Orrvus the younger, and gems and | 
amulets and vases from the sepulchres 
of the Egyptian Pharaohs coeval with 
Joseru;.and Etruscan Lucumons that 
swayed Italy before the Romans,—li- 
braries stored with the choicest texts of 
ancient literature,—gardens of rose 
and orange and pomegranate and myr- 
tle,—the very air you breathe languid 
with music and perfume,—such is. 
Florence. But among all its fascina- 
tions addressed to the sense, the mem- 
ory, and the heart, there was none to 
which I more frequently gave a medi- 
tative hour during a year’s residence, 
than to the spot where Gaitzo GaL- 
ILEI sleeps beneath the marble floor of 
Santa Croce; no building on which I 
gazed with greater reverence, than I 
did upon the modest mansion at Ar- 
cetri, villa at once, and prison, in 
which that venerable sage, by com- 
mand of the Inquisition, passed the 
sad closing years of his life. The be- 
loved daughter on whom he had de- 
pended to smooth his ow to the 
grave laid there before him; the eyes 
with which he had discovered worlds 
before unknown, quenched in :blind- 


the house, ‘‘ where,”’ says 
Mitton, (another of those of whom 
the world was not worthy,) ‘‘I found 
and visited the famons GALILEO, grown 
old—a prisoner to the Inquisition, for 
thinking on astronomy, otherwise than 
as the Dominician and Franciscan li- 
censers thought,” (Prose Works, vol. 1, 

. 813.) .Great heavens! what a tri- 
banat, what a culprit, what a crime! 
Let us thank God, my friends, that we 
live in the nineteenth century. Of all 


the wonders of ancient and modern|# 


art—-statnes and paintings, and jewels: 
and manuscripts—the admiration and. 
the delight of there was nothing 
which I beheld with more affectionate 


—+ 
feet in length—the work of his own 
hands—that very ‘optic glass”— 
through which the * Tuscan Artist ”’ 
viewed the moon, 

“At evening from the top of Fesole, 


Or in Vaidarno, to ee new lands, 
Rivers or mountains, in her spotty globe,” 


that poor little spy-glass, (for it is 
scarcely more,) through which the hu- 
man ¢ istinctly beheld the sur- 
first discovered the’ 
, the satellites of Ju- 
piter, and the s¢eming handles of Sat- 
urn—first pen¢trated the dusky depths 
of the hcavens—first pierced the clouds 
of visual error; which, from the crea- 
tion of the world, involved the system 
of the Universe. 

There are occasions in life in which 
a great mind lives years of rapt enjoy- 
ment in a moment. I can fancy the 
emotions of Garirro, when, first rais- 
ing the newly constructed telescope to 
the heavens, he saw fulfilled the grand 
prophecy of Coprrnicvs, and ‘beheld 
the planet Venus crescent like the 
moon. It was such another moment 
as that when the immortal printers of 
Mentz and Strasburg, received the first 
copy of the Bible into their hands, the 
work of their divine Art; like that 
when Ootrvumsvus, through the gray 
dawn of the 12th of October, 1492, 
(Copernicts, at the age of 18, was 
then a student at Cracow,) beheld the 
shores of San Salvador—like that when 
the law of gravitation first revealed it- 
self to the intellect of Newton—like 
that when FRANKLIN saw by the: stiff- 
ening fibres of the hempen cord of. his 
kite, that he held the lightning imshis 
grasp—like; that when 
ceived back from Berlin the tidings that 
the predicted planet was found. 
Yes, noble thou art right, 
pur st muove. “It does. move.” 
Bigots may make thee recant it; but 
it moves nevertheless. . Yes, the earth 
moves, and the planets move; and the 
mighty waters move, and the ‘great 


awe than that’ poor rongh tube, a/few'| 


sweeping tides “of air move, and the 


| 
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ness | 
ime! quegli occhi si son fatti oscuri, : 
he vider piu di tutti i tempi antichi, | 
luce {ur dei secoli futuri. | 
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empires of men move, and the world 


of thought moves, ever onward and 
upward to higher facts and bolder the- 
ories. The inquisition may seal thy 
lips, but they can no more stop the 

rogress of the great truth propounded 
Coprernicus, and demonstrated by 
ear than they can stop the revolving 


Close, now, venerable sage, that 
sightless, tearful eye; it has seen what 
man never before saw—it has seen 
enough—hang up that poor little spy- 

lass—it has done its work. Not 
nor Rosse have compara- 
tively done more, Franciscans and 
Dominicians deride thy discoveries 
now, but the time will come when from 
two hundred observatories in Europe 
and America, the glorious artillery of 
science shall nightly assault the skies, 
but they shall gain no conquests in 
those which thine 
shall be tten. t,in peace, great 
Columbus of the Heavens. Like him 
scorned, persecuted, broken-hearted, in 
other , in distant hemispheres, 
when the votaries of science, with 
solemn acts of consecration shall dedi- 
cate their stately edifices to the cause 
of knowledge and truth, thy name 
shall be mentioned with honor. 


Revised English Scriptures. 

We are confident that a very large 
proportion of our readers take a deep 
interest in the revision of the Scrip- 
tures, which is now being made under 
the auspices of the “‘ American Bible 
Union.”’ 

Those who. take the Bible, and the 
Bible alone, as their only rule of faith 
and practice, have a desire above that 
of the ordinary class of religionists, to 
see the mind of the Spirit clearly and 
faithfully translated into the vernacular 
of every man and woman on the face 


‘no creed to sustain, no theory to sup- 


port. We are pledged to the Bible, 
and consequently have nothing to lose 
but every thing to gain, by having the 
literal thought contained in the ori- 
ginal Greek and Hebrew text, fairly 
spread out in the English text. 

‘We do not wonder that the revision 
movement meets with opposition; the 
wonder would be that it did not. As 
long as error is maintained in the 
Church, as long as sectarianism is cher- 
ished, as long as men love a theory 
better than the truth—so long will a 
partizan and bigoted clergy, interested 
in keeping up their sectarian establish- 
ments, dread the light of a fair and 


‘literal translation of the Scriptures. 
The masses of professing Christians are 
‘true hearted and honest in their reli- 


gious views. They really desire the 
truth, and if left unprejadiced by their 
leaders, would seize with avidity any 
thing that would have a tendency to 
enlighten their minds on the great sub- 
ject of Christianity. Give the masses 
‘@ pure version of the Scriptures, and 
nothing but the machinations of the 
‘devil operating through those of his 
emissaries who have’ transformed 
themselves into angels of light, would 
kecp all who love the Lord Jesus Christ 
from uniting in one grand phalanx, 
and flowing together in one stream of 
love, as the drops of water commingle 
on the smooth surface of the undis- 
turbed ocean. 
We have recently examined the re- 
vised version of a few of the first chap- 
ters of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
which, for the purity of diction and 
clearness of expression, we think must 


of the earth. As Christians, we have 


‘commend itself to the candid and sin- 
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cere student of the Bible of every de- 
nomination. We learn that the whole 
work is in a state of forwardness, that 
will warrant the assurance that it will 
not be very fong before the wholé of 
the New Testament will be completed. 
Some portions of the Old Testament 
are also in progress. A beautiful edi- 
tion of the Book of Job revised is al- 
ready in print, and for sale at the rooms 
of the Society in New York, and it is 
well worthy the attention of every 
Bible student. The two Letters to the 
Thessalonians, is*also published in a 
volume similar to that just issued by 
the Society; containing 2d Peter, the 
Epistles of John, Jude, and the Reve- 
lations. Every Christian family should 
procure copies of all the foregoing, and 
carefully compare the revised with the 
common version. 

We have heard some good brethren 
express their fears thatthe word ‘“ bap- 
tize,”” as it stands in the common ver- 
sion, would be retained in the revised 
one, in order to favor the Baptist de- 
nomination in retaining their cogno- 
men; bat we are happy to be able to 
assure them that their fears are entirely 
groundless. From the specimens al- 
ready published by the Bible Union, 
and from our knowledge of the men 
. engaged in the work, we have every 
reason to hope that it will be com- 
pleted without partiality or prejudice, 
and with sole reference to the presen- 
tation of the literal ideas contained 
in the original Scriptures. 

We regret to learn that the opera- 
tions of the Society are somewhat re- 
tarded, for want of sufficient pecuniary 
aid—a state of affairs which we think 


should by no means be permitted to | 


exist in such a highly favored land as 
ours. We believe that according to 
numerical strength, our brethren have 
contributed more in aid of this great 
work than any other denomination, not 
excepting the Baptists themselves. But 
let us not weary in well doing. We 
have the promise that we shall reap if 
we faint not. Remember, brethren, 
we stand upon the Bible; it is our 
creed! We have no human name or 
traditions to endanger by a faithful 
literal translation; but on the other 
hand, every correction that is made by 
the revisors is so much towards remov- 
ing the rubbish from off the face of the 
Christian’s ‘confession of faith,” to 
which all protestantdom must even- 
tually come, that the body of Christ 
may assume that unity for which the 
Savior prayed, and bled, and groaned, 
and died. We have many brethren, 
who, without much inconvenience, 
could take life memberships, especially 
in annual installments—and we feel 
assured there is no investment that will 
yield a better return in a dying hour, 


than the consciousness that we have __ 
aided, according to our ability, to pro- ~~ 


cure a pure version of that way-bill 
which God in his philanthropy has 
vouchsafed to his erring creature man, 
to direct him on his pathway through 
this sin-cursed world, to the heavenly 
Jerusalem which lies beyond the Jor- 
dan. If you would have enduring 
riches, there is no place of safety but 
the bank of Heaven. Lay up your 
treasures there, ‘‘ where moth nor rust 


can corrupt, and where thieves do not | 


break through and steal.” ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” 


a J. B. 
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wale 
“Abide with us.” ©) Progress of Ligh 
Let us not be discouraged. In all 
things, right shall yet give law to 
“Pheir eyes were holden that they should not know him. 


power. hink what was the recog- 


** But they constrained him, ng, Abide with us ; for it . | 
nized law of nations, the law of war 


ri is 
toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to 
tarry with them.”--LUKE XXIV: 15, 29. 


> 


I. 
At old Emmaans, had it been 


_ With me Thou stood’st—at eventide, 


Would I have asked Thee as a stranger in, 
Or said, My Lord, Abide 


Il. 
Alas! I too have walk’d with Thee 
My whole way darkly by Thy side;— 


I now invite Thee, “ Lord, come in with me,— 


Not tarry, but Abide!” 


Lord Jesus! mae my dwelling Thine! 
Sit at my board, and there preside ;— 


Till Thou shalt make Thy heavenly mansion mine 


And I Thy guest Abide! 

Iv. 
“‘A bide in me, and 1 in you.’ * 
Would I were thas to Thee allied ! 


Then would be one who now, alas! are two;— 


When shall I so Abide ? 


v. 
Oh! make my heart ccmpletely Thine, 
Nor let the world with Thee divide !— 
E’en es the branch abideth in the vine, + 
I would in Thee Abide! | 


vi. 
T am not near enough to Thee 
Till in Thy bosom I may hide! 
I would among the heavenly places be! ¢ 
Why should I here abide? 


vil. 
Here, my soul’s longings quickly os 
I walk, but follow Sight as — 


And I can see but darkly, throngh a glass, |] 


Till I with Thee Abide! 


vill. 
Here, lifted to Thy presence oft. 
Down—of my own weak faith—I glide ;-— 
Lend me again Thy wings to mount aloft, 
And let me there Abide! 


_ Here, often I behold alone 


The Croas, and not the Crucified! 
I faint till I shall stand before Thy throne, 
And there with Thee Abide! 


| x. 
Come, Oh! Lord Jesns! quickly come! § 
I would not live, for Thow hast died ! 
Earth is a cross, and life is martyrdom— 
Let me with Thee Abide! 


blastin 


and e—what were the mutual rights 
of the conqueror and the captive— 
when Ohristianity began its march 
from the lake @f Galilee and the Mount 


of Olives. Think of a Romantriumph, 


and of the doom of Roman captives. 


\ Over the military renown of the great- 


est and least scrupulous of modern 
conquerors, there hangs one terrible 
shadow, the record of one deed more 
to his fame than almost any 
other deed in a career that made the 
world turn pale—a deed for which de- 
fenses and excuses are offered in vain. 
In the Syrian campaign, which brings 
his story into so strange a connection 
with the localities of sacred history, he 
had taken by storm one of those an- 


‘cient Phenician cities, whose names are 


among the eldest of time. He there 
found himself in possession of a few 
hundred prisoners, whom it was incon- 
venient to guard or to feed, whom he 
could not send away by sea, and whom 
it was perilous to release. It seemed 
necessary to the successful ecution 
of his plan, that they should be put out 
of the way; and at his order they were 
put to death, not in the fury of the bat- 
tle, with their weapons in their hands, 
and with the cry, No quarter, but with 
cool deliberation, and for reasons of 
expediency, two days after their cap- 
‘ture. So long as his name shall have 
a place in history, so long it will be 
associated with the horror of that crime. 
The moral sense of the world will _ac- 
ceptnoapology. Vain is the attempted 
apotheosis—vain the labor of admiring 
eulogists. The imperial figure of the 
conqueror, as it passes before the imagi- 


/nation, is ever attended by the spectral 
throng of those slain captives. ~ 

- Look now with me upon another of 
the old Phenician cities. Here along 
this ancient way, between the moun- 


“Abide in me, and I in you.”—Jomnxv: 4. 
t “I am the vine, ye are the branches.”—Joun xv: 5. 
; t oes his own hand in the heavenly places.”—E pu. 


1 “For now we see through a glass, darkly ; but then, face 
face.”—}] Con. KI: 12. 


_ “ Sure quickly. Amen. Byen so,come, Lord | 
Jesus.” — 


I come 
Vv. XXII: 
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tains and the sea, the tide of commerce 
‘and of conquest has flowed and ebbed 
for almost forty centuries, the march ‘of 
invasion or retreat. Egyptian, Assy- 
rian, Persian, Macedonian, Roman, 
Saracen, Crusader, Turkish, has wound 
along these indentations of the shore 
and climbed these promontories. The 
ms, the groves of pine, the winding 
edges of blossoming cactus, enubosom- 
ing the city in verdure, fill our souls 
with a sweet sense of beauty as we look 
across the narrow plain. These broken 


columns of blue granite, half buried in| i 


the sand, and washed by the tideless 
- waters, tell of the Grecian art and Ro- 
man magnificence that adorned this 
ancient site, in the first century of the 
Christian era. Here was Berytus; 
and at that time it was not only a seat 
of commerce, but a seat of learning— 
& university city, more beautiful even 
than yours. To that city there came, 
at the period to which I have referred, 
a Roman prince, who bears an honored 
name in history—honored for his many 
imperial virtues, but, not least, for his 
humanity. It was the Flavian Titus, 
who had just completed the conquest 
of Palestine and the destruction of Je- 
rusalem. He brought in his train a 
host of captives—survivors of the fights, 
the siege, the final massacre, that had 
accompanied thé destruction of their 
beloved and holy city. Captives then 
were not like prisoners of war in these 
days, soldiers only, but persons of all 
employments, of all ranks, of every 
age, and of eithersex ; nobles, peasants, 
merchants, artists, scholars, magistrates, 
ministers of religion, matrons, maidens, 
children—all alike were the lawful prey 
of the conqueror. Of the wretched 
multitude that survived the fall of their 
city, and whose crime was that they 
abhorred an insupportable foreign dom- 
ination, thousands had y been 
sentin chains to labor on the public 
works ; others, in the imperial magnifi- 
cence of the congueror, had been dis- 
tributed to various provincial capitals, 


there to die; others, distinguished ‘for 
military command or prowess, or re- 
markable for stature or personal beauty, 
had been reserved to swell the gran- 
deur of his triumphal procession at 
Rome. And what was the doom of 
those who were bronght in his train to 
Berytus? Two thousand and five hun- 
d of them were slaughtered, not 
under the pretence of some military 
necessity, but for amusement. The 
merchants and tradesmen, the artists, 
the professors and teachers, the students 
in the schools of rhetoric and philoso- 
phy, the ladies, as well as the coarse 
rabble of the gay and polished city, 
crowded the places of amusement to 
see the sumptuous games and shows 
with which Titus was to celebrate the 
birth-day of his imperial father. In 
that celebration, the captives from the 
Judean war were the chief attraction 
and excitement of the spectacle. Some 
were torn in pieces by the fangs of en- 
raged wild beasts. Some were burned 
alive. Some were compelled to slay 
each other. The clear waves, then as 
now, came murmuring to the sandy 
beach. The fair plain, then as now, 
was beautiful with flowers, with ver- 
dure, with towering palms. Then, as 
now, the snowy peaks of Lebanon, 
piercing the pure azure with their white- 
ness, looked down on cultivated ter- 
races, on villages nestling among the 
rocks, on vineyards and the wreath of 
olives the declivities, on 
the ports of the Phenician sea, on the 
blue waters rolling in the golden light. 
Nature remains waehanged, but not the 
law by which conquerors and nations 
are judged at the bar of history. Zhen 
those herrors seemed no more than jus- 
tice; they were in full conformity with 
the accepted law of nations. By the 
laws of war, all captives were divested 
of all rights, and were liable to slavery, 
to death, to any torture, at the will of 
the conqueror. The slaughter of two 
thousand and five hun prisoners at 


Berytus, of as many more at Cesarea- 
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Philippi, and of as many more at the 
maritime Cesarea, left no shade upon 
the memory of the benignant Titus. Is 
there no progress ? Has not Chris- 
tianity achieved victories which give 
assurance of its ultimate dominion in 
the sphere of law and government? 
We will not faint, then. We will 


not be disco Above all unjust 
law and usage, above all ny, all 
usurpation, all iniquity establishing it- 


self in the name of right, and robing 
itself in the sanctities of law, there is a 
higher law that stands forever. Above 
all the forces by which wrong is sus- 
tained, are the mightier forces, invisi- 
ble and Divine, by which Christianity 
will yet make its way to universal re- 

ition and dominion. Then the 
tabernacle of God shall be with men, 
and law shall be identified with the 
will of God.—Dr. Bacon’s Cambridge 
Discourse. 


God’s Amazing Love. 

Not only then for a puny creature, 
standing on a little point of God’s vast 
universe, but also for a self-ruined, and 
daily self-ruining race, hath God done 
30 great things—for such is his love! 
And if on this earth there had been 
but a single soul, instead of all these 
millions, capable of receiving his call 


and his blessing, for this single soul} 


would he have moved heaven and earth 
in their axes, to draw it back to its 
Father’s heart, for such is his love! 
And even if this sonl were to have 
fallen seventy times seven times back 
into its darkness and ruin, he would 
seventy times seven times have moved 
heaven and earth to bring it again to 
the kingdom of and 
peace, for such is his love! e speak 
-of his omnipotence and his omniscience, 
which fill immensity with their wit- 
ness ; we see the smallest worm of the 
dust as delicately and artistically fram- 
ed, and as little forgotten of God, as 
the seraph, whose hallelujah resounds 
through heaven; and shall not the love 


of God be as perfect as all his other 
attributes? Shall that know limita- 
tion, confinement, restraint, when his 
power and his wisdom know none? It 
can and ought never to be asked wheth- 
er God could be so merciful as the 
Gospel asserts in the doctrine of a Re- 
deemer? For that is a question which 
denies him perfection—perfection in 
the most glorious attribute in heaven 
or in earth—love. The only question 
is, Was it needful for man, for the heal- 
ing of his soul, for his in life and 
death, that God should reveal himself 
as the way, the truth and the life, as 
Savior, Mediator, Redeemer, and Prince 
of Peace? Man must answer this ques- 
tion in the affirmative, when he has 
faithfully examined his conscience, him- 
self, and his life; when he has learned 
to disdain and despise all half-way 
courses, all lukewarmness in thought 
and deed, then he may with a bold 
hand grasp at the cloud, then he can 
joyfully admit that God so loved the 
world i Then will he no more ask, How 
can such things be? For as the being 
of God is far above human knowled 
and understanding, why should not 
love of God be above his knowledge 
and understanding as well!— Zhe 
Halilig. 
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For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
Letter from Elder Barnhill Polly. 


Evprr J. Boees— 

Dear Sir: By your permission, | 
have a few words for the N. W. Chris- 
tian Magazine. Some two months 
since, I was holding a meeting in the 
north-western part of Randolph county, 
and was invited to visit a sick lady im 
the neighborhood. I found her in the 
last stage of consumption. 
me she thought her time was short in 
this world of trouble and sorrow. [ 
asked her if she saw her way clear to 
enter that world from whence nostrav- 
eler returned. She said, Yes, all to 
one thing; she had never been im- 
mersed, thongh she said she joined the 


She told 
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Methodist Episeopal Church, and had 
had water poured on her or sprinkled, 
(I am not certain which.) The weather 
was exceedingly cold. I told her, if it 
was her desire, there could be a cistern 

pared by her bedside, and it could 

attended to with perfect safety. Her 
husband had been raised by Quaker 
parents; but he was perfectly willing, 
and made every n 1 preparation, 
and she was immersed by her own bed 
side. A few weeks afterwarks I vis- 
ited her room in company with some 
others, with the emblems of the body 
and blood of our Lord and Master, in 
which she participated, expressing en- 
tire satisfaction and willingness to sub- 
mit to the will of her Lord. 

Brother Luther L. Fenton and my- 
self just closed a meeting of three days, 
three miles north-west Foom, Winches- 
ter, which was truly interesting. Six 
persons were baptized, three others 
came forward, and intend to be, the 
first opportunity, as they were not pre- 
pared at that time—and there were 
many more almost persuaded to be 
Christians.” 

I wish here to give your readers a 
short history of that vicinity. Brother 
L. L. Fenton moved in there last Feb- 
ruary, year 
that time no religious meetin 
in the neighborhood. He madc some 
appointments, and hed for some 
time before there was any visible effect ; 
but toward the latter part of the sea- 
1a3 been ually progressing. ut 
fifty souls have iene obedient to the 
faith, acknowledged the one God, and 
submitted to the one baptism. 

_ During the winter, the Methodists 

got up a wonderful excitement in Win- 
chester. They report two hundred and 
fifty converts to their Church, and some 
of them were from the neighborhood 
where Brother Fenton was operating. 
They got to holding meetings there, 
and the Christian brethren joined them 
in their prayer meetings, and they con- 


, and there were at 
held 


tinued nearly every night for two 


weeks. At some of these meetings 
they would set out the ‘“‘ Bench,” and 
invite mourners, but gotmone to oc- 
capy it. They resorted to every strata- 
gem in order to defeat the truth as it 
is in Jesus. Some of them took the 
class paper and went around to the 


neighbors’ houses, and plead with them 


just to put their names down; and as 


the last resort, one of their leading 


members (a very prominent man, who 


was a candidate a few years since, for 
State Senator,) very happy. He 
told the people he saw right up into 
Heaven; hesaw many of his old friends 
and acquaintances; he told one man 
he saw e hair on his head and that 
he could count them all, for they looked 
as | as straws. This same man 
patina belon to the Methodist 
Church once before, some twenty years, 
and he never had one drop of water put 
on him, and he don’t in to. Lam 
anxious to know how he expects to 


into Heaven, for the Methodist Epis-. 


copal Discipline says, none can enter 
into Heaven except they are born of 
water and the spirit.” 

On Sunday morning we had a Social 
meeting. All were invited to attend, 
and take in the exercises. One 


of the Methodist brethren appeared to 


very happy, and said he felt the 
love of God Keining on the altar of 
his heart. After the social exercises 
were over, I proceeded to speak a dis- 
course from these words, ‘‘ Beginning 
at Jerusalem.”? I had not proceeded 
far, until I discovered those two Meth- 
odist brethren were very a om 
bm pe ing to those who sat by 

I was reading about 
Simon believing and being baptized, 
rning upon the altar : 

heart, angry and he 
did not believe it was there, and he 
pushed his way through the crowd, and 
we were not troubled with him any 
more during the meeting. He went 
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out and told the folks that such doc- 
trine would send all the infants to hell. 


After hearing of it, I referred them to} 


that passage of Scripture which is 
changed in the Methodist 
Discipline, the language of Christ to 
Nicodemus, which says, ‘‘ Except a 
man be born of water and the spirit he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of Hea- 
ven ;” but the Discipline says, ‘‘ none 
can enter into the kingdom of Heaven 
except they are born of water and the 
spirit,’ and then I wanted to know 
which looked the most like infant dam- 
nation. 

We became acquainted with many 
individuals whose hearts were truly en- 
in the matters of Christianity, 
and many more who appeared to be 
much interested in knowing the way 
into the kingdom. OQ, that they may 
read God’s word, and know for them- 
selves the truth, and obey from the 
heart the form of doctrine, being then 
made free from sin; for it is said if the 
truth make you free, you shall be free 
indeed. To the Lord be all the praise, 
for ever.and ever. B. Potty. 

Salem, Ind., March 19, 1857. 


Scripture for the Times. 

“A portion to each in due season.” 
To those who see no cause for excite- 
ment or action; who are so afraid of 
doing harm, that they do nothing. 
Does God notice human affairs / 

‘*‘ Her princes in the midst thereof, 
are like wolves ravening the prey, to 
shed blood, to destroy souls, to get dis- 
honest gain. And her prophets have 
daubed them with untempered mortar, 
seeing vanity and divining lies unto 
them, saying thus saith the Lord, when 
the Lord hath not spoken. The 
ple of the land have used oppression, 
and exercised robbery, and have vexed 
the poor and needy; yea, they have 
oppressed: the stranger wrongfully.” 

. 22; 27, 28, 29. 

‘*For among my people are found 

wicked men; they lay wait as he that 


these thi 


setteth snares; they set a trap, they 
catch men.” Jer. 5: 26. 
oe They are corrupt, and a wick- 
concerning oppression; they s 
loftily. Ps. 73: 8. 
Is there any part of our country to 
which the following will apply? Let 
Southern papers, teeming with adver- 
tisements of runaway negroes, discrim- 
inating them by scars, and marks of 
the whip and hound, be an answer. | 


‘Who hate the good and love the 
evil; who pluck off their skin from 
off them; and their flesh from off 
their bones, who also eat the flesh of 
my people, and flay their skin from off 
them; and they break their bones and 
chop them in pieces, as for the pot, 
and as flesh within the caldron.’’ Mic. 
3; 2. 


Will God interfere in the matter? 


“For the papreerion of the poor, for 

the sighing of the needy, now will I 

arise, saith the Lord: I will set him 

Ps safety from him that puffeth at him.” 
8. 12: 5. 


But does he regard “ peculiar insti- 


tutions”’ that are framed by law? 


‘‘Tf thou seest the oppression of the 
poor, and violent perversion of judg- 
ment in a province, marvel not at the 
matter; for he that is higher than the 
highest regardeth, and there be higher 
than they.” Ec. 5: 8. 

_ “They are waxen fat, they shine; 
yea, they overpass the deeds of the 
wicked; they judge not the cause, the 
cause of the fatherless, yet they pros-. 
per; and the right of the needy do” 
they not judge. Shall I not visit for 

saith the Lord; shall 
not my soul be avenged on such a na- 
tion as this?” Jer, 5: 28, 29. 

“See also, Eze, 22: 12,18, 14, Also 
James 5: 4.” » 

May not a man require the service 
of a slave? 
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‘Woe unto him that buildcth his 
house by unrighteousness, and his 
chambers by wrong; that useth his 
neighbor’s service without wages, and 
giveth him not for his work.” Jer. 
22: 13. 


But may not a man be a Christian, 
or a newspaper be “religious,” and 
yet ‘“‘not use his or its influence” in 


these matters ? 


‘‘Defend the poor and fatherless: do 
justice to the afflicted and needy. De- 
iver the poor and needy; rid them 
out of the hand of the wicked.” Ps. 
82: 3, 4. 3 

‘Open thy mouth for the dumb, in 
the cause of all such as are appointed 
to destruction. Open thy mouth, jad 
righteously, and plead the cause of the 
poor and needy.” Ps. 31: 8,9. | 

‘‘Learn to do well; seek jud 
relieve the oppressed.”’ Is. 1: 17. 

“Take counsel, execute judgment; 
and make thy shadow as the night in 
the midst of the noonday; hide the 
outcasts; bewray not him that wan- 
dereth. Let mine outcasts dwell with 
thee, Moab; be thou a covert to them 
from the face of the spoiler.” Is. 16: 
8, 4. 

*O house of David, thus saith the 
Lord: Execute judgment in the morn- 
ing, and deliver him that is spoiled out 

of the hand of the oppressor, lest my 
fury go out like fire, and burn that 
none can quench it, because of the 
evil of your doings.” Jer. 21: 12. 

‘* Remember them that are in bonds 
as bound with them; and them that 
suffer adversity as being yourselves 
also in the body.”’” Heb. 13: 3. 
~» “Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of 
the least of these, ye did it not to me,”’ 
—Jesus Christ. 


ent; 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
A Strange Sentiment. 


(CONTINUED.) 


“Slavery is a political institution, 


for which neither the kingdom of God 
nor its subjects are responsible.’’ 

This assertion is at war with all our 
ethical writers. I know of no text 
book, on ethics, viewing the relation 
of master and slave in this light. Like- 
wise, it is contrary to the teaching of 
our most intelligent brethren who have 
spoken upon the subject. Brother 
Shannon asserts that slavery is of di- 
vine origin, that it is a ‘ Bible insti- 
tution.’ Others have taken the same 
view of the subject; and yet Elder F. 
asserts that it is solely political. in, 
this assertion is at war with the judg- 
ment of all Christians not engaged in 
the slave traffic. It is also at variance 
with the Bible. Moses did not think 
as Brother F. does of slavery. God, 
in legislating for the Jews, did not 
deem slavery purely political: He re- 
cognizes the relation in the dgeal 
so declares Brother Campi 


= 


this is the moral code of thé ‘world. 
The Apostles differed from Elder F. 


ed to reform masters. He 
to forbear threatening,”’ 
member that they had a Master: 
He also labored to: 
slave, saying to him ‘‘ if thon canst be 
free, use it rather.’ He did not be- 
lieve slavery purely political; for El- 
der F’. teaches that the Apostles never 
meddled with politics, but they did 
meddle with the slave relation, and 
hence it cannot be solely political. 
The preaching of Christ and him 
crucified, had a powerful influence up- 
on the relation of master and slave as 
existing among the primitive Chris- 
tians, and finally drove slavery from 
the Church, and abolished it, or at 
least greatly mitigated its severities in 
the Roman Empire. 
‘But I am persuaded that the senti- 
ment avowed by Elder F., will never 
liberate a single slave nor reform a 


single master. Slavery will fatten upon 
such teaching. It will enlarge its bor- 


| 
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i hey believed themselves responsible 

& for the results of slavery. Paul labor- fy 
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ders, and take deeper root and a firmer 
hold upon the public mind as such sen- 


timents prevail. It is to my minda 
horrid thought to divorce four millions 
of our fellow men from any interest in 
Obrist, and the Christian salvation. 
‘To teach them, however much the lash 
is applied, however deep the wounds 
afflicted, however loud their cries in 
the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth,—the 
pulpit, and the religious press, has not 
or them one word of consolation, one 
word of pity, one word of advice, save 
to refer them to political demagogues 
for redress. 

_ Elder Franklin’s is bad. 
He treats no other sin as he does this. 
He does not 7% temperance, po- 
lygamy war, &c., (all of which are 
political questions in the same sense in 
which slavery is,) are purely political 
questions, for which the Christian is 
not responsible for their existence or 
results. Neither does he think that 
preaching Christ in general terms, is 
sufficient for the eradication of these 
evils. He descends to details on these 
and kindred questions, and why should 
he not do the same respecting slavery. 
Would not Elder F. be legitimately in 
the line of duty, writing and publish- 
ing articles on the relative duties of 
masters and slaves? Why do not our 
leading scribes explore this field. It 
certainly needs cultivation. I do not 
now remember a single article from 
the pen of any ready scribe in the king- 
dom of God, during the entire period 
of our existence as a distinct people, 
upon these confessedly Scriptural 
themes. Brethren, why this remiss- 
ness 

But whether the slave relation be 
political or moral, or both, or neither 
—or whether we are responsible for 
its existence or results as connected 
with the government or not; still I 
think Elder F’s Sssertion extravagant ; 
not truthful. It needs qualifying. 

One thing is most evident, to all, 
that we are responsible for slavery so 


far as connected with our churches. 
That it is found among us none will 
deny. And that its connection with 
our churches is very extensive, all will 
admit. We have in our churches both 
‘masters and slaves. Slaves are reared 
among us in abject ignorance. They 
are bought and sold by us as we buy 
and sell cattle. Our evangelisis, bish- 
ops, deacons, and lay members, all en- 
gage in this traffic. The churches re- 
‘cognize such conduct as Christ-like. 
These facts are known to our entire 
brotherhood, and to the world. Broth- 
er F. is well aware of these facts. He 
has doubtless seen these things with 
his own eyes, and I cannot but think 
that he ws such conduct to be 
wicked ; exceedingly so—and at war 
with every principle of justice—with 
the simplest dictates of humanity; a 
daring, high-handed outrage against 
God as well as man, and knowing it, is 
silent—no, not silent, but stands in the 
defence of it by apologizing for its ex- 
istence, and extenuating its evils; de- 
claring that we are neither responsible 
for its existence or results; that it is a 
worldly, a political institution, etc. ete. 
Now if it be true that slavery is a 
litical, a worldly, and hence a sinful 
institution, as Elder Franklin admits, 
- what business has the church of 
with it¢ What authority have 
Ohbristians to nourish and te a 
system, an institution—which is ad- 
‘mitted by all as evil, and only evil 
contin . Elder F. himself, says 
that as a citizen he is opposed to slavery. 
‘That upon any proper occasion he is 
prepared to write or speak against it. 
ow this is well. I pray God that Be. 
may soon find a proper occasion; that 
he may bring his powers to bear against 
this giant iniquity—this monster sin. 
Will our dear brother F. as a citizen, 
if he cannot do so as a Christian, pour 
forth God’s burning words in torrents 
upon the head of this foul monster, un- 
tl it is driven from the abodes of ciy- 


lilization. 
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It ie to is “a, 


Ww gold,”’ **a Bab loniah 
inte in the church of God, and 
less she rids herself of this “ accursed 
thing,’ she will be discomfited for a 
season, and compelled to flee before the 
uncircumcised in disgrace. 
That she may free herself from all 
impurities, and cleave to that which is 
true, venerable, just, pure, benevolent, 
and of good report, is my earnest 
prayer. 8. 


Wayside Sketches, No. 7. 


The valley of the Miami from this 
city to Dayton, is one of the most bean-. 
tiful and fertile farming districts in the 
State of Ohio. Well cultivated fields, 
fruit gardens, and tastefully constructed 
dwellings, meet the eye in every direc- 
tion. At convenient distances asun- 
der, school houses of stfperior construc- 
tion both as regards architecture and 
adaptation, are being constructed, and 
church edifices of creditable appearance 
are found, reared by the various de- 
nominations with which our country 
abounds. The almost universal pros- 
perity of the citizens, bears unmistak- 
able evidence in favor of the harmo- 
nious workings of our free institutions. 
The first town of any importance is 
Hamilton, the county seat of Butler 
county, containing a population of 
some thirty thousand. It is bean- 
tifully situated on both sides of the 
Miami river, (including on the west 
‘gide what was formerly called Ross- 
ville,) which is connected with east 
Hamilton by a bridge. <A railroad 
bridge is also being constructed across 
the river at the lower extremity of the 
town, which comprises one of the most 
magnificent pieces of stone masonry 


we have ever seen. The river is ap- 


he. 


proached from the west by an abut- 
ment containing about nineteen arches. 
A hydraulic company have furnished 
an abundant supply of water-power to 
propel a large amount of machinery. 
Various kinds of paper mills, cotton 
manufactories, merchant mills, and nu- 
merous other machinery, are in con- 
stant and successful o n. 


Strange as it may eem, although 


this flourishing place is in such close 
proximity to the Queen city, (only 
twenty miles distant,) there has never 
been a congregation there organized 
upon the Bible and the Bible alone, 
until within the present year. Several 
families of our brethren having re- 
| moved there from other congregations, 
they became organized a short time 
ago, and have had a few accessions, 
Although they are few in numbers, 
they have procured a room in which 
to worship, and meet regularly every 
Lord’s day to attend to the institutions 
of his house. Preaching brethren who 
can favor them with a few gospel dis- 
courses, will meet thane a Christian 
welcome, 

The next point ie we have any 
representation is Dayton, a city which 
for commercial importance, for manu- 


factures, for the intelligence of its citi- 


zens, and for the magnificent capacity 
of its streets and the permanency of its 
buildings, has a decided preeminence 
over most of its western cotemporaries. 
Qur brethren have a very neat meet- 
ing house and an interesting congre- 
gation, who are prospering under the 
ministerial labors of our highly es- 
teemed brother Elder J. M. Hemey. 


Half a dozen good evangelists could be 


profitably employed as missionaries 
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the Miami valley, if the men and means 


were comeatable. 
- Journeying northward on the San- 
dusky Railroad, we pass Springfield 


and Urbana; both beautiful and popnu-: 


lous towns, surrounded by a rich and 


well cultivated conntry, but in neither 


of them have we any congregation nor 
scarcely a solitary member, although 
some of the sectarian churches are lib- 
erally supported. 

At Bellefontaine, the next county 
seat on the road, we have a small con- 
gregation comprising some very enter- 
prising brethren. They have no house 
of their own, but contemplate building 
one the present year. Bellicfontaine 
has recently suffered much by a large 
fire which destroyed a number of its 
best business houses, but we saw exten- 
sive preparations for re-building, and 
we learned from some of the citizens 
that what was an individual loss would 
finally result in the ultimate improve- 
ment of the town. Withcommendable 
zeal in the cause of education, the citi- 
zens have erected a school building 
surpassing anything of the kind we 
have ever seen outside of Cincinnati, 
in which are being taught every thing 
necessary for a practical education to 
some eight hundred pupils. Its healthy 


situation, excellent water, and railroad 
facilities, render Bellefontaine a very 


desirable location. 

Twelve miles further north is the 
little village of Belle Centre, where we 
havea small congregation. They have 
a meeting house nearly completed, 
which will accommodate them very 
comfortably. Like many others they 
ate in debt for their house, and unless 


they reeéive some’ assistance from the 


siderable portions 


brethren abroad will hardly be able to 


retain it after it is finished. ~The cause 
there has suffered much by the unchris- 
tian conduct of the brethren, especially 
that of their preachers! They informed 


us that not less than three brethren 


who claimed to be teachers, and upon 


whom the congregation expended what 
uniary means they could‘spare, had 
y their reckless course and criminal 
conduct brought disgrace upon the 
cause in general, and popular odium 
upon that congregation in particular. 
The next congregation we visited, 
(and the only one in that region,) was 
at Kenton, the county seat of Hardin 
county. Owing to the fact that the 
letter containing our appointment did 
not arrive until after we did, it was 
deemed impracticable to get up a meet- 
ing. We called upon several brethren 
in the town and its vicinity, and at 
midnight took the cars for Clyde, where 
we arrived before it was light enough 
to see through what kind of a country 
we were passing. [From thence we 
went directly to Toledo. The country 
in the vicinity of Fremont is delight- 
ful, and the town itself is very pleas- 
antly situated in the valley of Sandusky 
river. The greater part of the route 
was through 9 0 and forests which 
afforded us very little pleasure, and 
which for a long time must remain in 
a wild and uncultivated condition. 
. Toledo has within a few years grown 
from an insignificant village to a size 
aiidimportance which entitles it to 
assume the rank of a city. Its popu- 
lation is said to be about fifteen thou- - 
sand. Oommercially considered, its . 
location is very fine. Sitnated on 
Maumee Bay, within a few miles of 
Lake Erie, it is accessible by the lar- 
gest class of vessels. It is also the 
eastern terminus of the. Wabash and 
Lake Erie Canal. Numerous railroads 
emerge from it, inviting the trade of a 
arge region of country comprising con- 
Ohio, jana, 
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and Michigan. Considerable attention | 
is paid to the ek business, during 
the properseason. Several large fishe- 
ries are established on the river and 
bay, both above and below the city, 
where large quantities of pickerel, 
white-fish, and several other less es-. 
teemed varieties, are salted and bar- 
relled up for exportation. Anarrange- 
ment has recently been consummated, 
which we think will have an injurious 
effect upon the city. A Union Depot 
and large hotel, together with ware- 
houses, granaries, machine shops, and 
every thing else pertaining to the rail-| 
road business, have been built on an 
artificial island made in the-bay, tech- 
nically known as the middle ground,” 
which excludes the city proper from 
almost the whole of the freight and 
passenger business of the various rail- 
roads centering at that point. We 
notice this as one of the many. indica- 
tions of the tendency of capital in our 
country to monopolize every avenue to 
wealth to the great detriment and in 
some cases absolute exclusion of indi- 
vidual enterprise. 

We expected to find a flourishing 
congregation of brethren at Toledo, but 
to our great disappointment we learned 
that the organization which formerly 
existed was. entirely broken up, the 
new and beautiful meeting house in the 
hands of the Unitarians, and the cause 
which a few years ago seemed to war- 
rant the hope of a successful future, 
irretrievably dis and ruined. It 
has always been an up-hill business to 


gan for primitive Christianity a foot- 
0 


in any of our commercial 
--gentres. The humble, meck, self-deny- 
ing, and godly spirit of pure and unde- 
filed religion, but illy comports with 
the pride, and arrogance, and _ licen- 
tiou and worldly mindedness, 
which usually obtain in such commu- 
nities. Their central idea is wealth; 
as the means of ifying their un-’ 
bridled appetites and ambition. They 
heed not the admonition of the apostle 


when he says, ‘They that will be rich, 


fall into temptation, and a snare, and 


into maay foolish and hurtful lusts, 
\which drown men in destruction and 


perdition. For the love of money is 
the root of all evil; which while some 
coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and cial themselves through 
with many sorrows.” 
CHURCH NEWS. 


Vandalia, Jasper Co , Iowa, March 23. 
Brotuer Boacs :—In connection with 
Samuel Frazier, of Indiana, I am hold- 
we a meeting which is very interesting. 
e have immersed six, and received five 


by letter, and the prospects are good for 
more. 


J. B. 


Solon, Ohio, March 20, 1857. 
A meeting has just closed here, which 
has been in operation about two weeks, 
mostly held evenings, and conducted by 
our most excellent }oung brethren H. W. 
Everest, and James Garfield, from the 
Hiram Institution. Two more worthy 
and efficient brethren, to conduct a meet- 
ing of days, cannot be found in Northern 
Ohio, than those above named. The re- 
sult of the meeting was twelve noble 
souls added to the congregation. 
8. 8. Bott. 
Perry; Lake Co., O., March 28, 1857. 
Brotuer Boacs :—As a notice of our 
late protracted meeting has not appeared 
in the Magazine from any other person, | 
think it necessary to say something of it. 
In order to give any just idea of the ad- 
vantage derived, it is necessary to speak 
of the condition of our charch before the 
meeting. ‘There was once, what some 
would call a flonrishing church here ; 
but from the first, the love of money pre- 
dominated. As wealth accumulated, the 
pride of life advanced, jealousies existed, 
and the church diminished, until we were 
reduced to a mere name. 
Last summer brother David Parmly, a 
man of unwavering faith, died, rejoicing 
in the Lord; and the church was left in 
the most hopeless condition. The poor, 
who are generally the healthiest part of a 


congregation, had: nearly all disap ! 
‘and what remained had little Sg ea 


this ‘condition we were visited by 
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